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BY NIKI HENDRICKS

THE BUSINESS JOURNAL

Wild Creations Inc., a whol-
ly owned subsidiary of New
York-based Wild Craze Inc.,
hopes soon to complete a deal
to lease an old Myrtle Beach
International Airport mainte-
nance hanger for its head-
quarters and warehouse — a
deal that will, when appropri-
ate, activate the site as a For-
eign Trade Zone (FTZ), local
officials said.
Such a trade zone is estab-

lished in a location, such as
the airport, where domestic or
foreign commercial merchan-
dise can be manufactured,
warehoused or reshipped
without being subject to cus-
toms duties.  
There are many benefits of

operating a business inside an
FTZ, said Mike LaPier, Horry
County’s director of airports.  
“FTZs are not considered to

be inside U.S. Customs territo-
ry, so duty is paid only when
the merchandise is shipped
out of the zone,” he said.  
That creates a just-in-time

tax implication for Wild Cre-
ations, a company that pur-
chases products and compo-
nents of products from China
to hold in the Myrtle Beach
warehouse for assembly and
distribution to buyers across
the country.  
Launched six years ago

when business partners Peter
Gasca and Rhett Power
bought out a small North Car-
olina family operation that as-
sembled educational table-
top ecosystems, each housing
a tiny African Dwarf Frog,

Wild Creations’ target cus-
tomers are toy stores, educa-
tors and novelty shops.  
A 2009 deal to supply

ecosystems to specialty retail-
er, Brookstone, took the fledg-
ling company into the toy in-
dustry in such a big way its
ecosystem was nominated as

See WILD CREATIONS, Page 6

Talking trade
What are the benefits to a

Foreign Trade Zone user? 
• Duty Exemption. No du-

ties on or quota charges on
re-exports. 
• Duty Deferral. Customs

duties and federal excise tax
deferred on imports. 
• Inverted Tariff. In situa-

tions where zone production
results in a finished product
that has a lower duty rate
than the rates on foreign in-
puts (inverted tariff ), the fin-
ished products may be en-
tered at the duty rate that ap-
plies to its condition as it
leaves the zone (requires
prior authorization). 
Logistical Benefits. Compa-

nies using FTZ procedures
may have access to stream-
lined customs procedures
(e.g. “weekly entry” or “direct
delivery”). 
Other Benefits. Foreign

goods and domestic goods
held for export are exempt
from state/local inventory
taxes. FTZ status may also
make a site eligible for
state/local benefits that are
unrelated to the FTZ Act. 

Wild Creations ready to move to MB airport

NIKI HENDRICKS | THE BUSINESS JOURNAL

Peter Gasca, CEO of Wild Creations, displays the tabletop ecosystems that are the company’s chief product. Wild Creations is moving to a site at the Myrtle Beach airport.
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